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WELCOME MESSAGE OF ARCHBISHOP NOURHAN MANOUGIAN,

GRAND SACRESTAIN OF THE ARMENIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE, [ERUSALEM

On this auspicious occasion of the feast of the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross, we greet the Christian faithful in the four
comers of the world with brotherly love from the Cathedral of
Saints James in this Holv Land.

The Armenian Apostolic Church in its liturgical calendar
has four feasts dedicated to the Holy Cross, of which the feast
of the Exaltation remains to be the major one and it’s also one
of the five major feasts of the Armenian Church.

The feast of the Exaltation of the Cross is doubly
significant for the Armenian Church, because Armenian
military forces joined the Byzantine Emperor Heracles, who
was himself of Armenian origin, in the expedition to retrieve
the Cross from Persia. After the liberation of the Holy Cross,
Armenian and Byzantine armies, on their way to Jerusalem,
passed through Armenia triumphantly raising the Holy Cross to
the solace of the Armenian faithful. And since this historic
event The cross of our Lord has occupied a special place in the
life of the Armenian Church. For the next two days, according
to the Julian calendar, the Armenian Church of Jerusalem will
mark and celebrate with great pomp this unique event .

We invite the faithful all over the world to join us today
in glorifying our resurrected Lord and his all-conquering Holy
Cross,

,l_

The Armenicea’s turbulent histary of foreign domination drew them to contemphate with
particufar dzvotion the Mystery of the Cross, by which Christ transformed suffering and
death into joy and life.
The Feast off the Exaltotion of the Cross, which wigil is celebrated through this Vesper
service, Is in fact one g the main five Feasts of the Armenian Orthodox Church, smong
Chwistmas, Exster, the Trangfguration and the Assumption of Qur Lady, the Virgin Moy
The Feast of the Evoltation of the Holy Cross is charectenized, during the Sunday
cefebradion, by a solemn blessing af the four corners of the world - given with the relic of
the Haly Cross - as a gymbol of the Cross being the sournce of every blessing for mankind.
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The blessing of the four comers of the workd is nepeated in other Hmngical time in the
Armenian Church: in the gfternoon of the Easter Sunday, and every Sonday falfowing
Easter, wali] Pentecost

‘The services in the Armenian Charch ore dedicated to the different persons of the Holy
Trinity, or sometimes, fo the Holy Thinily itsell The Fesper Senvice is normaily dedicated to
ithe Son of God.

1. Preparation of clergy to the Vesper service

Armenias (Bergy enters the Chunch, and befere joingag the Sacristy to dress up the Boergical garments,
they stop to ki the altar adjacent to the Chapel of 5t [ames the Major, the Apostie.

According to the tradition, St fames the Apostle was beheadled there. His body was later
transported fo S5t fames of Compaostella, wiereas hix head is conserved in the Armremian
Cathedral of 5t farmes. 5t fames the Minor, first bishop of ferusaieny, which the Scriptures
rgfer toas the brother of the Lord, is buried meder the main aitar of 5S¢ fomes” Cathedral
The Cathedral is therefore sometimes cailed the cathedral of the (two) 5t james. The
Cathedre!’s foundotion date back to the fifth century, but the prevent dimensions are from
ithe Crusadier period

Whidie the bells ring. the Aamenian clengy siowdy take their Sved pocitions ca the right or beft side of the
Chund

The wooden bell is an Armenion fsrusalem traditien dating back to the tme of Arab
domination, whea ringing of the srdinary bells was prohibited. The tradition of nnging
wooden bells remadesd after the prohifiition was Kfted.

2. Presentation of the Feast of the day

Frem the balcony above the entrasnce to the Sacristy, at the ket hand of the Chundh, a dengy member
presents the Feast of the day (Jerusalem traditicn in the Armengan Chardh].

Thee Armenioa Church in fenrselem celebrates four Feasts of the Holy Cross:

I) [meeation of the Hoby Crogs by $t Eleng (September)
Commemorates 5 Elena finding the Holy Cross im o deposit of crosses behing Mowat
(zodgotha [which, according o the trodifion, was recognized amomg others by the
foct that an il person became sene after being deposited on that cross). The
oraiversary of the invertion of the Cross became the anmniversany of the
Covnsapcration of the Basitioa of the Holy Sepulchre.

Z} Holw Cross of Wenak (Qctober] (Owly Armenion Feast)
I the 7= ceniury, beo Armenian monks, in the Region of lake Forak in Armeain,
saw ma appariticn of the Holy Cross im the shy. A Church was later built ow the ploce
where the apparition took place.

31 Apparition of the Cross (Specyic fenrsalem Feast celefirated on the 5 Sunday after
Easrer. The ewent took ploce on May 7, 35)
Deering the 4'* century, woader Patrigrch Cyril of ferusalem and the byzantine
Emperor Constoat, the Cross appeared in the ferwsalem sky for many hoors; it is
said to bove been shiming moere than bhe st As @ consequence, 2000 pagans
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coneverted and were baptized witere the altar of St Cyril is mow bocated in the
Sacristy of 5t James's Cothedral. The arigingl baprismal i buried under the aftar of
St Cywil

4] Exaltation of the Cross [this doys" wigil celebration)
Commemaorates the return o Jernrsalem of the Roly Cross after it was baken to
Persia by the Pevsians in 614, and re-congeeered by the Byzeatine Empenor [of
Armeniar origing] Heraklios in 829 An Armenian fegion participated to the
military expedition, ead the hody Cross, on ber way back to fervsalem, passed
through Armenia. Testimondizs are given also mbout how the true Crogs was pt
back on Calvary after coming bock o ferusalem, her ploce before it was faken to
Persia. It Is said that Empergr Herakiios bowed and remowed his crown from his
head in front of the Holy Cross.

3. Opening of the Vesper

As itiis the case iniinmportant Feasts, the (esgy members kiss the hand of the Celebrast before going
badk to their places on Both sides of the Church.

Blessed be the our Lord |esus Christ. Amen
4. The Londs’ Prayer
All services always start with the Lord’s Prayer

Incensing while the Lard's prayer is sadd, after incense has been blessed By the Celebrant
THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; L_h:-r
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us thiz day our daily bread; and forgive us our debis, as we _I:}r-
give our debtors; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver
us from ewvil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever
and ever. Amen.

5. Introit - Psalm 55: 16, 18

1 have called upon Ged and he hath heard me in the evening, in
the morning and at noonday.

The Deacon:

I waited upon my God and I set my eyes upon the Saviour, who
delivereth his servants and saveth them.

The Priest:
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spiril;
The Deacon:

Now and always and unto the ages of ages.
Again in
have mercy.

The Priest:

Amen,
Peace let ws beseech the Lord: Receive, save

]?i_esaing and glory to the Fa
Spirit; now and always and u

Peace unto all.

ther and to the Son and to the Holy
ito the ages of ages. Amen.

6. Introit - Psalm 86

The Clerks, in anfiphon:
Fsolm 86

Incline thine ear, O Lord, and hear me; for 1 am poor and
ey,

Keep my soul holy, O Lord; and save thy servant, O my God,
for I have put my brost in thee.

Be merciful unto me, O Lord, for unto thee have I cried all day:
gladden the soul of thy servant, for unto thee, O Lord, have I
lifted up my soul.

For thou, O Lord, art kind and righteous; and plenteous in
mercy Lo all that call upon thee.

Give ear, O Lord, unto my prayers; and attend to the voice of
my supplications. .

In the day of my trouble I have called upon thee; and thou hast
heard me.

There is none like unto thee among the gods, O Lord: and there
iz not one that doeth works like thine.

ANl nations whom thou hast made shall come and bow down
before thee; and they shall glorify thy name for ever.

Thou art great, 0 Lord, and doest wondrous things; and thou
alome art God,

Lead me in thy way and T will walk in thy truth: and my heart
shall rejoice in the fear of thy name.

I will praise thee, 0 Lord my God, with all my heart; and T will
glorily thy name for ever.

Thy mercy hath been great toward me, (0 Lord; and thou hast
delivered my soul from the innermost hell.

O God, Lhe lawless have risen against me and the assemblies of

the violent have sought after my soul; and have not set thee as
Gaod Before Lhewn.

But thou, O Lord my God, art compassionate and merciful;
3
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long-sullering, plenteous in mercy and truthful, attend unko me

aml have mercy upon me, ] =
Give strength unto thy servant, save the son of thine handmaid ;

and show me a good sign.
Lel they who hale me see it and be put to shame; for thou, O
Lord, hast helped me and comforted me. -
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

MNow and always and unto the ages of ages, Amen.
The Priest-

G]iurjr to thee, 0 God, glory to thee: for all things, O Lord, glory
to thee,

The Deacon:

Again in peace let us beseech the Lord, Receive, save and have

¢ mercy.

The Priest:

Blessing and glory to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
Peace unto all.

7. Introit - Psalm 140

The Clerks, in antiphon:
Psalm 140
Rescue me, O Lord, from the evil man; deliver me from the
man of iniquity,
They devised evil things in their hearts; all day long Lhey
prepared for war,

They sharpened their tongues like that of a serpent; and the
poison of vipers is under their lips.

8. Introit - Psalm 141
FPealm 141

0 Lowd, T bave cried unto thee, therefore hear thou me: con-
sider the voice of my prayers when I cry unto thee.
Let: my prayers be aright before thee as incense, 0 Lord: and
the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice.
et a watch, O Lord, for my mouth and a strong door for my
lips; lest mine heart go astray with words of evil.
]

Lest T make exeunses for sin with men that worlk iniquity; let
me not be an associale of them that they have chosen.

Let the righteous man teach in mercy and rebuke me; let not
the oil of the ungodly anoint my head nor my prayers be according
te his desires.

Their judges are imprisoned by the side of the rock; let them
hear my words and Ehey will be kind.

As the thickness of Ehe dust that is spread upon the earth: so
shall their bones be scattered near to the graves,

Mine eves are toward thee, @ Lord, the Lord; in thee is my
trust, O Lord, take not out my breath from me.

KKeep me from the snare which hath been laid for me; from the
iraps of him that works iniquity.

Let the sinners fall into his nets; T am alone until 1 ESCApe.

9. Introit - Psalm 142

Pealm g2

I cried unto the Lord with my voice: with my voice unbo the
Lord did I make my supplications.

I will spread before the Lord my prayers; and I will tell my
troublea before him,

When my spirit was faint, thou, O Lord, knewest my way: in
the path wherein [ walked a snare was secretly laid for me.

[ looked to the right and I saw ang there was none that would
know me: I logt my way of esecape and none wag found that would
care for my soul.

I cried unto thee, O Lord, and T gaid- Thou art my hope and my
portion in the land of the living.

Give heed, O Lord, to my prayers, for I am brought very low:

deliver me from my persecutors for they have become stronger
than I,

O Lord, bring my soul out of prison; I give thanks unto thy
narme.

And the righteous shall wait for thee; until thou wilt reward
them.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit ;
Now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.



10. Hymmn “Shining Light™

Soloc
0O gladdening light of the holy immuﬁal. glory of the heavenly
Father of the holy giver of life, Jesus Christ.

Sung by the whobe choir en both sides of the chosr):

We, who h&v‘e-mmé at the setting of the sun, have seen the laght
of the evening. We praise the Father and the Son and the Holy
Snirit of God. And we all say: Amen. ) o

p‘;‘-{a!{e us worthy at all times to praize with t:h‘E voice of song the
glorious name of the all-holy Trinity that giveth life, wher:for
also the world doth glorify thee.

11. Ascription and Biddings for light and purification
The Deacon:
BIDDTNG
Having arvived at this hour of the evening, we all lift up our
hands and glorify thee, 0 Lord our God, who hast granted unto

us to pass the day in peace and to arrive at this hour of the
EVening.

Make us worthy, O Lord, with pure heart and with angelic song
to offer thanksgiving unto thee, the almighty Lord God.
Save us and mercy upon us.

Have mercy upon us, O Lord our God, according to thy great
mercy. Let vs all say with one aceord -

The Priest:
Lond, have mercy ; Lord, have mercy ; Lord have Mercy.
ASCRIPTION

!’If‘l.".-'ing arrived akt this hour of the evening we all unceasingly
glorify the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and
always and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

12. Messedi - for Days of the Cross - and Responsory
Psalm 60:4.5

Thouw hast given a sign to them that fear thee; that they may
be saved from the face of the bow.

That thy beloved be delivered ; save us with thy right hand and
hear vs.

Responsory fo be said affer the Messedi:

Pralm T51:2
Let mv prayers be aright; before thee as incense, O Lord;
And the lifting up of my hamds; as an evening sacrifice.

13. Litany of Peace

The Deacon, with the Clerks making the responses:

LITANY OF PEACE
Let us all say with one accord: Lord, have mercy.
—Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world and for the stability of the
holy Church, let us beseech the Lord.

—Lord, have mercy.

For all holy and orthodox bishops, let us beseech the Lord.
—Lord, have mercy.

For the life of onr Catholicos-Patriarch, lord (N.N.) and for
| the salvation of his soul, let us beseech the Lord.

| —Lord, have mercy.

For dectors, priests, deacons, eleries and for the whole leasue
of the children of the Church, let us beseech the Lord.

—Lord, have mercy.
For the President and Government and the people -

R =

& i, for all pious public servants and vise

statesmen, let us beseech the Tord.
—Laord, have mercy.
For the Armenian nation and for all the public servants of the

Armenian people, let us beseech the Lord.
—Lord, have merey.

For our fathers and brethren that are in captivity and in ovil
| servitude, let us beseech the Lord.
—Lord, have mercy.

For all travellers on land, at sea and in the air, that they may

arrive in peace at their several good destinations, let vs beseech
the Lord,

—Lord, have merey,
For the sick and for all that are afflicted and for their speedy

recovery, lel us beserch the Lord,
-——Lord, have merey.

For seasonable wenther,

gentle rains and abondance of fruoits,
let us beseech the Lord,
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-—Lord, have mercy.

For pilgrims and for them that have made vows and for them

that bring fruits for the holy Church of God, let us bessech the
Lowrd.

—Laowvd, have mercy.

And for them that have been delivered into the hands of the
lawless for the sake of the name of Christ, let us beseech the Lord.

Let us commit ourselves and one another unto the Lord God
almighty,

—To thee, O Lord, we commit ourselves.

Have mercy upon ug, O Lord our God, according to thy great
merey. Let us all say with one accord ;

—Lord, have mercy ; Lord, have mercy; Lord, have METCY.

—IDeliver, Lord, and have mercy.

or the souls of them that are at rest and have fallen asleep

in Christ in the true and right faith, let us beseech the Lord.
—Be mindiul, Lord, and have mercy.

That the Lord God may be pleased to deliver us from enemies

visible and invisible, let us beseech the Lord.
—Lord, have mercy.

14. Ascription - invocation of Saints, guardian angel, Holy Cross
The Pydiost-

We hold as intercessors Saint Mary, the Mother-of-God, t_ile
glorified, blessed, ever-holy Virgin, Saint John the Baptist, Saint
Stephen the Protomartyr, the holy apostles and the prophets, the
valiant and triumphant holy martyrs, and the great confessor
of Christ, our revered patriarch, Saint Gregory the Enlightener
of the land of Armenia.

The Deacon, with the Clerks making the responses:

Remember alse all the saints and together with them, let us
beseech the Lord.

—Lord, have mercy.

That we may pass the evening that is near and the night
hefore us in peace and in faith, let us ask of the Lord.

—Grant, O Lord.

The angel of peace to guard our souls, let us ask of the Lord.

15. Collect

The Priest:

Hear our voice, 0 Lord our God, receive our supplications, the
lifking up of owr hands and the words of our prayers. Sanctify

this our offering of the evening, that we may prepare it for thy
pleasure with a sweet smell of fragrance.

Increase in us, O Lord almighty, faith, hope and charity and afl
deeds of virtue, so that we may always devoutly obey thine or-
dinances by day and by night according to thy beneficent will,
and that we may be worthy to beseech thee for the salvation of
our souls and for our spiritual life, O Lord, and to find grace and
mercy from thee and giving thanks to glorify the Father, the Son

and the Holy Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages,
Amen.

Peace unto all.

—And with thy spirit.
Let us bow down to God.
—Before thee, O Lord.

Bowing down to thee, 0 Lord our God, we give thanks to thee,
for thou hast granted us to pass the length of this day in peace.
Grant us, O Lord, we beseech thee, to pass this evening and the
night before us without sin and without stumbling, and to stand
firm and abide steadfastly in faith, in hope and in charity and in
the observance of thy commandments. Give peace, we pray thee,
to the whole world and stability to thine holy Church and salvation

to our souls. Se that receiving from thee all that we ask, we may

—Grant, 0 Lord. always send up en high hymns of glory doe to the majesty of

The forgiveness and remission of our transgressions, let ns thine all-pewerful dominion, O Christ our God, now and always
ask of the Lord. amnd unto the ages of ages. Amen.

—Grant, O Lord. &

The great and mighty power of the holy Cross to help our souls,
let us ask of the Lord.

—Grant, O Lord.

And again with one accord by our true and holy faith, ket us
beseech the Lord.

—Laord, have mercy. 10

16. Trisagion (thrice) for Days of the Cross

The Clerks shall sing thrice:
THE TRISAGION.
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For Days of the Cross, of the Church,
of Sainis and of Fasting

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immorial,
who wast crucified for us,
have mercy on us,

17. Ascription - intercession of Holy Virgin Mary

Glorified and blessed ever holy Virgin, Bearer-of-God Mary,
Mother of Christ, offer our supplications to thy Son and our God,

The Priest:

That he may please to deliver us from temptation and from all
our perils,

The Deacon:

And again in peace let us beseech the Lord, that the voice of
our supplications be heard by the Lord God through the interces-
sion of the holy Mother-of-God and that the mercy and compassion
of the Lord God may descend upon us.

Almighty Lord our God, save and have mercy.

The Pricst:

Blessing and glory to the Father and to the Son and to the
Heoly Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

"eace unto all.
E ] = E

18. Start of Adoration of the Holy Cross )

The Cefebram

st shall to the Chapel of 5 fames the major in procession for the adoration of the relic of the

19, Levavi - Psalm 121

The Clerks, in antiphon:
LEVAVI

Pealm 181
I lifted up mine eyes to the mountains; from where my help
shall come.
My help shall come from the Lord; who made heaven and earth.
Do not let thy foot be shaken; and he who keeps thee will
not slumber.,
He that keepeth Israel; doth not slumber nor sleep.

20. The Levavi chant - Hamparzi Hymn
Sunginthe middie of the Church.
12
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D Chaist God, vou spread your arms oa the Cross, as a sign of Victory, you gave us, save
us through that .
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You invited the entire mankind to Eternity, you Christ, giver of Erernity.
The Deacon:
FIDDING AFTER THE LEVAVI CHANT

For the peace of the whole world and the stability of the holy
Church, let us beseech the Lord. Let us all say with one accord:

The Clerks or the Priest:
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have merey; Lord, have mercy.

21. Hymn - Power of the Holy Cross
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The power of the Holy Cross which you erected for the salvation of the whale world will
save us from ald temptation, because upon this Cross was raised God and on it he shed
his Blood, therefore this Cross will save us.

And on Your second coming, Your Sign (the Cross) will be seen 2nd Sluminate, becawse it
is the hope of the faithfull

The light of Your Eaith was given to us, Sign which gives happimess to our heast.
22. Reading from the Gospel of St John 1%: 17-22
The Gorpel is weuaily Enown by heart by the CTergy.

The Crucifixion

S0 the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 7" Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of
the Skull [which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). ®Here they crucified him, and with him two
others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.

1%Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. [t read:|sc JESUS OF NAZARETH,
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 2*Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was
crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21The chief

priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, "Do not write "The King of the Jews,” but that this man
claimed to be king of the Jews.”

2Pilate answered, "What [ have written, [ have written.”

23. Prayer =

Let us beseech to the Life Giver, Savior cur Christ, wiw willingly was cricified, He saved
creatures with shedding His Blood for the forgivemess that we were hoping For.
Almighty God, save us and have mercy.

Bead by Celehraat:

Boaving in front of You, all merciful and beneficial God, we beseech with all our hearts
and ask You forgiveness for our sins, 2s You promised to all Your servants: Whatever
you ask with Faith to the Father in the nanse of the Son will be given to youw.
Therefore, gramt to us Your mercy, to all your faithfull, and fudfill their requests, becasse
we trnast You with Yeur abundant mercy to comlort us, in our lives, and guide us to yoar
unspeakabde kingdomn, to giorify and honor Youwr Holy Trimity.
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24. Yamamur
Read by a seminarian:

Before we bow down in front of Your homorable Cross by kneeling and asking you
forgiveness far our sins, because by wirtue of Your cross, you lifted the condemnation of
the world

An now, through Tour heavendy Sign, grant heavenly peacefulness to the world.

25. Hymn "By the all Victorious Sign™

The Celebrant carries the Cross in procession tewands the main altar while the chair sings:

B}' the sign of your all-conquering Cross, loving
Christ, protect us against the invisible enemy.
For you alone are the king of glory, blessed forever.

On this Cross you spread out your undefiled arms, and
vou poured out your blood for the salvation of the
universe. For you alone are the king of glory,
blessed forever.

When, at your second coming, this holy Sign is revealed,
make us, your servants, worthy of the second
renewal. For you alone are the king of glory,
blessed forever.

May your Cross be our refuge with its blazing brilliance.
That which is named the tree of life destroyed the
encmy and dissolved our death sentence, for the
salvation of the universe.

Elevating it, heaven exults and the earth rejoices at the
revelation of the universal form of the four arms of
the holy Cross, which illuminated the world with
rays like the sun.

Jerusalem exulted. The faithful rejoiced, marvelousky
adorned, for they saw the triumphant sign.

All creation shone by its light.

You shined today the light of your unspeakable divinity
upon the Cross,

On the mount of Varak.
Blessed is the Lord God of our Fathers!

You made known today the appearance of your
awe-inspiring second coming,
By the sign of your Cross, beaming it on earth.
Blessed is the Lord God of our Fathers!

You gave a sign to those in fear, and a weapon against
their enemy.
With it, protect those who believe in your holy name.
Blessed is the Lord God of our Fathers!

He adormed today the sign of the Cross
With a heavenly light brighter than the sun.
Bless the Lord and exalt him forever!

He revealed today the redemptive Sign to the angels,
By descending to the mount of Varak.
Blessed is the Lord God of our Fathers!

Come all vou saved by the life-giving Cross,
Bowing down to Christ our Savior upon it.
Blessed is the Lord God of our Fathers!

26. Reading from the Gospel of Matthew, 24:27-35

*For as lightning that comes from the east is visible ewen in the west, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man, 2*Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.

¥ Immediately after the distress of those days
" 'the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from the sky,
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'l:

WAL that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and 21l the nations of the
earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power
and great glory. 3And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather
his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.

2"How learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves
come out, you know that summer is near. 2Ewven so, when you see all these things, you
know that it™is near, right at the door. 3 tell you the truth, this generation!s! will certainly
not pass away until all these things have happened. 3¥Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will never pass away.



27. Biddings of the Haly Cross

For Days of the Cross and of the Church
The Neacon:
BIDDING

]_Ef the holy Cross let us beseech the Lord, that he may thereby
deliver us from sins and may save us by the grace of his mercy.
Almighty Lord, our Geod, save and hawe mercy.

28. Collective dismissal

The Priest:
COLLECT OF DISMISSAL:

thard us, O Christ our God, under the shadow of thine holy and
precious Cross in peace. Deliver us from the enemy wvisible and
invisible. Make us worthy to give thanks to thee and to glorify
thee with the Father and with the Holy Spirit, now and always

and unlo the ages of ages. Amen.

* - *

For All
Blessed be our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.

29. The Lords” Prayer

And all shall say:
THE LORIS PRAYER

_ﬂur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Civa ug

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debis, as we foryive
{mfi debtors; and lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from
ewvil.

The Priest:

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever

and ever, Amen.

30 Fimal blessing with the relic of the Holy Cross

Be ye blesged by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Depart in peace

and the Lord be with yvou all. Amen.
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“Far be if for me b glory,™ writes 51 Paul, “Excepl im the onass of vur
Lord Jesus Christ. "{Galatiars 6140 Like all Christians, Armenians rooognie: the
cross fo be The consumamats symbal of Jess” deaah znd resarredion, ancd
throegh Shem, of God's abiding presenoe im asar lEves.

Histoaical sowroes tell 1 that fhe service of Processsen and Yeneralion
of the Holy Cross oiginated in Jerusalem in conpection with festivities sur-
rounding the dedication of a chardh built thene by Emperor Constantine in the
parly fourth centany: The se-called Mastyrium was a basilica buill on Moun
Guolgntha as a shrine for the mest progios relic in Christendom: the wooden
cross on which Jesas was condemaed S capitol punishnwent. Foe this reacon
Armewian pilgrims 1o the holy land neferred to this basilica as simply e
Cross™ (Khach). It stood right mext g the Tuoly Sepalcher, the round chanch built
wvver Chirist's hamdy, which Armenians ba this day nefer to.as "Huoly Besummectzan”
[Sourp Horoolzewp, anad where, 10 Ikis day, Armeman momks foom the Ammerian
Patriarchate of Saints James cefiebrate the holy Badarak every moming bedene
SURTiSe.

These churdes were built 1o memesalize the naest impurtank evenks of
the Christian faith, Constantine dhse 1o conseorate and desiacate the: Martyraem
on Ehe anmivessary of the disconvery of Jesus” cross by the Emperar’s mother,
Queen S1. Helena, The anniversany of the disovveny of the cross, coindiding now
wilh e anniversary of the comsecration of the great Chisrch of the Crass, be-
came the focus far a gib#lant eight-Lxy cefelwatiom in carly Jerusakom, consisling
ol chisnch services in afl of the shaines of the Floly City

sl anlacipated of A1l was fhe exposatzon of Clrists cross, willh whidh
e Biislsop blessed Hae Gaighdul i the Martyrivum en the socond day af M ocke-
bralion. So poignant was this mtwal thall in fimae the day after the Annivensey of
the Charch of the Holly Cross became Enonvn aos the Feast of the Exallalon for
Elevation) of the Holy Cross, The Armenian Church celebrates these oo feasts,
the Feast of the Doedacatssn ol B Foly Cross (Neoepekyvk S Bnacionn) and the
Excaltation of the Holr Cross (Flsdmrs! on the Satacday aned Saeday nearest
Seplemiber 14

In the wvening of the Exablabion, lhe precst, deacons, choar and altar
srpvers form 3 solenan procession {Aresdos). Adormod ona iy with ingrant
s, thwe crosss i carmied anmamd fwedhuaech. A1 cach of the foar conapass. paurils
the proccssion panses for a Gospel neading, The colebrand repeats the relrain,
Lo have moncy™ forly times. §ie Then clevales the nelic of the holy oress asd
pfliews o bilessing far thal parl of the warld and all that it symbolizes: i the East,
fhae Arnserian Catbwlivate and oly Sev of Plohmiadzin with all the diengy of the
Armenian Churche i the W, the world s principalities, governmennts and
wesiless i thes Semth. dhe hameest: amd i the Mot b all chandbes and menasber-

1¥



ofa cress, the chwir sings, “Holy Gaxd. holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
Who wene crucified fur s, have mercy on us.” The meaning of the ritual woutkd
ot be more diear: through the holy cross salvation has come into the whobe
whoehd.

Following the procession, the vencration of fhe cross takes place. The
Lross is placed on a table in the chancel, the clergy standing & front of it The
£ hoir sings the ancicnt lymm, Khechee by Krovsdos yergeeriabamenmh (YWe Bow
Dhown Betore Your Holy Crossy. Three times the clergy and choir repeat the
Hormn whibe the priest cerses the holby cross. Then, as the bymn I"ark sparge
Winchern {Glory to the Holy Cross) is sung, the dergy, folloveed by the poople,
opproach the holy cnoss and kiss it. By venerating the cross, vae express our
Jaithin jesus Christ, the Son of God, whe died vm fhe cross foe our sins and de-
sinoved the pesmanence of death for us by rising to new life. The accompanying
lErrnns proclaim the same mystery: “Christ our God came, and threugh his
'ross, he has given great gifts of goedness 1o the world™ This is the Gospel
message in miniatune.

The hymns for these services dlearly derive from the old hymns sung in
Jerusalem for the anniversary of the dedication of the Martyrium. The sccond
pact of Khechor ko Kroesdos, actually a separate hymnay, includes this refrain:

Glory 1o [the) Hoely Cross.
Glory to Holy Sion.
Glory o (the} Holy Resurmection.

“Holy Cross,” “Holv Sion™ and “Huly Resurrection™ ane nnthing vise
bzt e three mest imporctant churches incardy Jerusabent. The Church knovwen
s “Saon” was buill peer the “Upper Rosm,” whene fesus shared his Last Sup-

with his disciples, the somse place where, later, the Holy Spirit descended
pon them on Pentecost. The hymn recalls a time when the Venerativn of the
bohy Cross was still cusely connocted with the dedication of the sacred shrines

am Jerusalen

The splendor and beauty of the Procession amnd Veneration servioes on

bhe Feast of the Exaliation of flwe Holy Cross ane lestimony to the centralily ol
Hhis symbol in Armenian Christianite. Throughout their tunuliaous histery, the

Armenians cherished the holy cross as lestimony bo the great mystery of e
Christian Faith. When we parlicipate in these servives each vear, we recall that
Wacither death, noe life, nor angels, nor principalities, nar things presenL, nor
Fhings to come, nor powers, nar height, nor depth, nor anything else = all cre-
Alron, will be able bo separabe ws from the love of God in Christ fesas ear Lond ™
{Hmnnm #35-39)L
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